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The BROWN COUNTY TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION 

                                                       ANOTHER CHANCE 
            
In a few more weeks we will have another chance to elect local officials who are focused on spending our 
tax dollars in a responsible manner.  In order to control taxes we need to control spending.  The only way 
to reduce taxes is to reduce spending.  Granted we need to reduce the waste and the give away programs, 
but basic spending control is absolutely necessary to keep taxes to a minimum.  For Brown County this 
term, many spending issues will be discussed.  The jail, the mental health center,  two new libraries and a 
new arena are all on the plate.  The City will be discussing a new convention center, a new municipal ga-
rage, several projects for the downtown area and ways to privatize portions existing of city functions.  
Many school districts are talking additions, renovations and new buildings in addition to property pur-
chases to allow for future expansion.  All of these are potential added tax dollars and we need to insure 
that the people who represent us are looking at necessary and reasonable spending.  We then need to hold 
these people accountable for the spending they did approve.    
 
We must ask ourselves if the present representatives are doing all they can to insure proper use of our tax 
dollar?  Have these people made the votes that reflect our desires?  Have these people responded to our 
requests when we made them?  Are there better candidates than those now in office?  The answer to these 

questions will dictate how we vote.  The democracy only works if we vote. So please, vote.  
 

ON TUESDAY, APRIL 7 

      VOTE            
Mayor Paul Jadin made a presentation to our group at our February meeting to discuss the purchase of the 
Baird Creek Parkway property.  This property is part of a development that has been in the works for a 
long time.  The Mayor stated that the final prices do not necessarily reflect the actual value of the land but 
that the prices were selected in an effort to save the taxpayers of Green Bay.  The funds to purchase will 
come from three sources: part of the money coming from the environmental group; part from the DNR; 
and any additional funds coming from lot sales by the City of the traded parcel of land.  My conclusion is 
we still spent too much for the property.   The Mayor also stated he would like to discuss the convention 
center and the arena with us.  We have Nancy Nusbaum, Paul Jadin, and Ted Pamperin scheduled for our 
next meeting to discuss the financial plans of the new arena and convention center.  Hope to see many of 
you at the meeting.                               

                                                                        Frank Bennett - President 



 

The TAX TIMES 

PRIVATE PRISONS:  A COST-
EFFECTIVE SOLUTION. 
                               By State Representative Frank Lasee 

Privatization or contracting out of government services is not 
new.  In the area of prisons, eighteen states have been doing 
this for years.  In 1996, private institutes in these states con-
fined more than 57,000 inmates.  With over 132,000 prisoners, 
Texas alleviated their overcrowding in less than five years 
with the construction of 39 new private prisons. 
 
Private prisons are usually constructed faster and at less cost 
than their government counterparts.  The Wisconsin Policy 
Institute estimates that state taxpayers could save from $10 to 
$12.4 million per year by private construction of 5,000 prison 
beds.  Private prisons typically save between 5% and 15% in 
yearly operating costs over government operated facilities.  
Spending for the Wisconsin Department of Corrections (DOC) 
for the 1997-99 biennium is 5.9% of the total general purpose 
revenue (GPR) or $1,159 million dollars. 
 
Private prisons can raise standards, expectations, and quality 
of operations as well as save money.  A study performed by 
the National Institute of Justice, compared private and public 
operations of prisons in New Mexico.  Measures of prison 
confinement and quality were constructed from institutional 
records as well as surveys of staff and inmates.  In New Mex-
ico, private facilities excelled compared to public facilities in 
security, safety, activities, inmates order, and conditions. 
 
A survey of inmates at a privately run prison in Tennessee re-
sulted in 320 responses, of which 49% were positive, 21% 
were ambivalent, and 30% were negative.  However, prisoners 
who were able to compare the private management with the 
previous public management were overwhelmingly positive 
about private prisons.  In addition to the above mentioned 
benefits, public safety for Wisconsin citizens will not be at risk 
with private prisons.  According to Professor Charles W. Tho-
mas of the University of Florida Criminology Dept.., “Over the 
last fifteen years, there is no systematic evidence that suggests 
escapees are more prevalent in private institutions than in pub-
lic institutions. 
 
There are many examples of how competition spurs innova-
tion.  The more minds that examine a particular way of provid-
ing a service or product, the more possibilities there are for 
new ideas, new ways of doing things, and new suggestions.  
The most competitive industries in the private sector often cre-
ate the most clever innovations.  Computers, global internet, 
transportation, and telecommunications are just a few exam-
ples. 
 
There are many examples of successful private prisons.  And 
just like any other service or product, there have been some 
examples of failure as well.  This is natural.  When it occurs 
with a government monopoly in can be difficult to fix.  In the 

case of a private provider, there are more options.  Either 
change vendors or return to a government run operation. 
 
The benefits of privatization of prisons demands closer scru-
tiny.  The legislature owes it to the taxpayers of this state.  If a 
service can be provided faster or less expensively at the same 
quality or better, it should be used.  I am not suggesting that we 
privatize all prisons or do away with the DOC.  We should, I 
believe, have a mix of public and private prisons, preferable 
with multiple vendors.  The flexibility, innovation, and poten-
tial cost savings for taxpayers outweigh the comfort of the pres-
ent system of complete government control.  
 
Editors Comment:  We certainly agree with Representative Lasee that 
there are many areas where privatization of government services could 
be cost effective, and that the state prison system would probably be a 
good place to start.  There would be many questions to be answered 
such as would a private contractor be responsible for everything from 
construction of new facilities to management and staffing, or just man-
agement services.  Would they be responsible for professional support 
services such as psychiatrists and medical support, plus all the other 
personnel necessary to run a prison in addition to the guards and main-
tenance positions.  Would the state still be able to regulate its man-
dates covering inmates and the conditions of their confinement while 
saving taxpayer money through a private, profit-making organization.    
 
Our prison population is growing rapidly and  further complicated by 
calls for even longer sentences.  (Truth in sentencing.)  Most solutions 
being discussed are either outright impractical, or tremendously expen-
sive and perhaps wasteful.  We would believe privatization should be 
examined and pursued, with considerations given to both the system 
that is in place, and the taxpayers who pay the bill. 
 

At The Local Level 
The Criminal Justice Coordinating Board reviewed going pri-
vate for the new jail in Brown County.  Discussions with Cor-
rections Corporation of America (CCA) of Memphis, Tenn., 
concluded when CCA canceled a presentation to the Board be-
cause Wisconsin requires civil service employees to work at 
the jail.  CCA stated this restriction would make it impossible 
for them to make a profit in the state of Wisconsin.  Apparently 
there would be a lot of work at the state level if this type of 
proposal were to proceed.                Frank Bennett 

Next BCTA Meeting 
Thursday, March 19, 1998  

 DAYS INN  - Downtown 
12:00 Noon  -  Whitney Room, South 

Green Bay Mayor Paul Jadin 
Brown County Executive Nancy Nusbaum 

Ashwaubenon Village President Ted Pamperin 
Discussion of financial plans  

for new arena and convention center. 
All members of the BCTA, their guests and other 
 interested parties are cordially invited to attend. 

Details on last page of this “TAX TIMES” 
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The Price of  
Governnment. 
Wisconsin citizens and businesses paid 

a total of $42.7 billion in taxes during the 
fiscal year ending in 1997.  This was $1.3 
billion, or 3.1% more that the previous 
years total of $41.4 billion. 
 
However, the increase in tax collections 
between 1996 and 1997 was one of the 
smallest in the past decade.  This was 
largely due to increased state funding of 
K-12 education, which reduced property 
taxes.  Net property tax collections 
dropped 9.4% from $5.4 billion last year 
to $4.9 billion this year. 
 
The property tax drop was more than off-
set by an 8.0% increase in individual in-
come tax collections (federal and state) 
from $15.8 billion in 1996 to $17.0 bil-
lion in 1997.  State and local sales tax 
collections rose 5.8% from $2.9 billion in 
1996 to $3.0 billion in 1997. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF TAXES 
By Level of Government 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total taxes collected where $22.0 
billion in 1987 and $42.7 billion in 
1997, a total increase of 94%. 
 
The comparison between 1987 and 1997 
shows the dramatic increase in federal tax 
collections, which went from 58 to 64% 
of taxes collected, while state and local 
tax collections dropped from 42 to 36%.  
While total tax collections increased 94% 
during this time, state and federal indi-
vidual income taxes increased by a total 
of 102.8%.  Part of this increase can be 

credited to “tax reform.”  The 1986 Fed-
eral Tax Reform Act reduced the range 
of tax rates from 11-50% in 1986 to 11-
38.5% in 1987, and to 15-33% in 1988.  
Long-term capital gains were taxed and 
local state and sales tax deductions were 
eliminated.   
 
In 1991, the top federal income tax rate 
was reduced from 33 to 31% but personal 
interest deductions were eliminated. 
Thus, while federal income tax rates were 
reduced, other changes actually increased 
collections. 
 

Between 1987 and 1997, federal tax 
collections grew from 58% to 64% 
of total taxes in Wisconsin. 
 
The fastest growing direct tax is collec-
tively referred to as “social security,”  
including old-age and survivor benefits 
and Medicare.  1997 collections totaled 
$9.4 billion or more than a third of the 
federal total.   Social security taxes paid 
from Wisconsin increased 118% since 
1987, due largely to increased rates, tax-
able salary base, and increased wages. 
 
Although sales taxes are only levied by 
the state and certain counties, collections 
increased 82% in the 10 year period. 
 
State income taxes increased from $6.3 
billion to $10.3 billion, or an increase of 
65.1% compared to the federal income 
tax increase of 113% during the 10 years. 
 
Property taxes account for 95.9% of local 
taxes collected.  Local taxes increased 
71% between 1987 and 1997 despite the 
1997 “property tax reduction” which re-
sulted in a 9.4% reduction from 1996. 
 
In addition to the $9.854 billion collected 
by the federal government in Wisconsin 
for Social Security and other employment 
taxes during 1997, there was a total of 
$12.478 in individual and $3.250 billion 
in corporate income taxes plus another 
$230 million in federal estate and gift 
taxes plus $1.460 billion in federal excise 
taxes which for the most part are suppos-
edly “hidden.” 
On the state level, the largest revenue 
producer is the individual income tax, 
producing $4.5 billion, or 44.2% of the 

total in 1997.  About 2.5 million individ-
ual income tax returns are filed annually 
in Wisconsin.  Corporate income taxes 
provided $644 million at a rate of 7.9% of 
net  income. 
 
Sales taxes accounted for 27.8% of total 
state taxes collected in 1997.  The rate of 
5% has been in effect since 1982.  1997 
collections of $2,864. billion divided by 
an estimated population of 5.4 million 
would amount to about $530 per capita in 
state sales tax collections. 
 
Other state taxes include gasoline and 
other motor fuels which produced $693 
million in 1997 and motor vehicle regis-
trations of $218 million.  There are about 
4.1 million registered vehicles in Wis. 
 

State and federal individual income 
tax collections were $17 billion in 
1997, up 103% since 1987. 
 
Cigarette taxes yielded $204.6 million 
during 1997 are are projected to increase 
about $50 million per year due to the .15 
cent per tax increase.  (We thought this tax 

was supposed to discourage smoking.) 

 

Liquor and wine taxes in 1997 yielded 
$31.4 million while beer taxes of $2.00 
per 31 gallon barrel provided another $9 
million to the state treasury.  This 
amounts to about 3.6 cents per six-pack . 
 
Other state taxes include public utility 
taxes, insurance premium taxes, death and 
gift taxes, real estate transfer taxes, vari-
ous conservation licenses and registra-
tions, recycling fees, etc. etc.   
 
The much bally-hooed tax on pari-mutual 
betting at dog tracks which was supposed 
to relieve our tax burden yielded only 
$3.9 million during 1997, or about 4 cents 
for every $100 the state collected. 
 
Information for this article is from the 

January WISCONSIN TAXPAYER, pub-
lished by the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alli-
ance, Madison, WI 53703-3694, phone 
(608) 255-4581.                                JF 
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Lawmakers Push 
Land Use Legisla-
Landowners would  have the right to be 
informed and have their say well before 
government could impose regulations 
that would lower their property’s value 
under a proposal announced by Repre-
sentative Sheryl Albers, and Senators 
Robert Welch and Gary Drzewiecki. 
 
“When government has so much power 
it can decimate the value of an individ-
ual’s property without even giving that 
individual notice, it’s time to put some 
checks on government power,” said Al-
bers.  “These measures are common 
sense protections for property owners.” 
 
Under one of the lawmakers’ proposals, 
units of government would be required 
to adopt an ordinance if they want to 
change local land use plans for an area  
in such a way that private property val-
ues would be impacted.  In addition, 
governments would be required to notify 
impacted landowners of any proposed 
land use change. 
 
According to Drzewiecki, requiring that 
zoning changes be enacted by ordinance 
would ensure that citizens receive notifi-
cation and that all have an opportunity 
to participate and provide input in the 
land use planning process. 
 
“A 32 cent stamp to send out notice to 
property owners is like oxygen to a 
fire,” said Drzewiecki.  “The fire in this 
case is democracy kept alive by citizen 
involvement.” 
 
“This legislation simple gives communi-
ties and individuals a greater opportu-
nity to be involved in these important 
decisions.” said Welch.  “It makes the 
land use planning process more demo-
cratic and more accountable.” 
 
If this proposed legislation would be of 
interest, or could effect you, we would 
suggest you contact Senator Drzewiecki 
at P. O. Box 7882, Madison, WI 53707-
7882 or phone  (608) 266-5670. 
 
 

State Spending Per Prisoner 
In Wisconsin Compared 
With U. S. Average. 
At $53.51 per prisoner per day, Wiscon-
sin spends slightly more than the U. S. 
average of $51.64 to house prisoners.  
The lowest is $25.62 per prisoner in Ala-
bama and the highest is $105.27 for 
Alaska. 
 

JAIL FACTS. 
The state’s 1996 average daily jail popu-
lation exceeded 10,000 adult inmates, a 
6.1% increase over 1995, according to the 
Wisconsin Office of Justice Assistance. 
 
Also, there, was one jail admission for 
every 17.6 Wisconsin adults.  Wisconsin’s 
prisons are at 99% of capacity, and half of 
the state’s counties are building, or plan to 
build new jails. 
 

States Cutting Property 
Taxes. 
From expanding homestead exemptions to 
statewide tax rate cuts, from property 
value caps to one-time rebates, states are 
taking advantage of the current economic 
growth to tackle property taxes.  Accord-
ing to the National Conference of State 
Legislatures, property tax relief measures 
have been tried in over half the states 
since 1995, including Wisconsin.  In 
1997, 13 states implemented major tax 
relief measures. 
 

Comparing State Surpluses. 
According to a survey of state budget of-
fices, Wisconsin ended the 1996-97 fiscal 
year with a surplus equal to 3.6% of ex-
penditures.  The national average was 
7.4% with a high of 18.0% in Oregon, and 
0% in Louisiana.  Neighboring Illinois 
had 4.6% while Minnesota had a 16.8% 
surplus.  
                Above articles from “The WISCONSIN 
TAXPAYER”, January 1998,  Wisconsin Taxpayers 
Alliance.  

“Politics gives guys so much power 
and such big egos they tend to behave 
badly toward women, and I hope I 
never get into that.”     . . . .Bill Clinton 
 
                   Commenting after the Ted Kennedy 

Unfunded Wisconsin  
Employee Pension Liability 
Burden for Taxpayers. 
Following is a copy of a letter from Michael Riley to his 
representative, Mickey Lehman regarding the unfunded 
liability in the Wis. Employee Pension Trust Funds. 
 

Dear Rep. Lehman: 
I have reviewed the 1996 Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report for our Wiscon-
sin. Dept. of Employee Trust Funds.  I 
note that there is an unfunded pension li-
ability of some $2 Billion plus.  I further 
note that the legislature (that includes you) 
has directed that this unfunded pension 
liability be assigned & apportioned to the 
units of government across Wisconsin.  I 
further note that under your watch, not 
only have we accumulated this very large 
unfunded pension liability of $2 Billion+, 
but you are also charging the governmen-
tal units (read taxpayers) 8% interest on it! 
 
Directly related to this, I note that the 
Fixed Retirement Trust Fund saw a 17% 
return in 1997 — a gain of some $4.8 Bil-
lion.  I also note that the Variable Retire-
ment Trust Fund had a return of almost 
22% in 1997 — a gain of some $1 Billion.  
This according to the Wisconsin State 
Journal of 1/30/98.  In view of these ex-
cellent investment returns, I am requesting 
that you take two actions:   
 

#1 - Apply exactly $2.09 Billion of the 
gains to the $2.09 Billion in unfunded 
pension liabilities (protect our taxpayers). 

#2 - Restructure the Wisconsin Retirement 
System Employee Trust Funds so that un-
funded liabilities are not allowed, and are 
not legal (with penalties similar to federal 
ERISA law). 
 
I await your response.  And please, don’t 
even think about telling me that this stuff 
is according to “generally accepted ac-
counting principles”.  This situation vio-
lates the fiduciary responsibility that you 
have to taxpayers, and it violates princi-
ples of common sense and fiscal responsi-
bility.                    Very Sincerely 

                             Michael P. Riley 

                             Cedarburg, WI 
 
(The BCTA will advise of Rep. Lehmans reply to 
Mr. Riley and further developments on this issue.) 
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FEBRUARY MEETING NOTES. 
Meeting conducted Thursday, Feb. 19, 1998 at the Days Inn. 
 
Mayor Paul Jadin spoke about the purchase of the Baird’s 
Creek Parkway property.  He gave a history of the previous at-
tempts by the City to acquire this property.  The current situa-
tion began in early 1996 with a plan by the Park Committee 
which included developing 21 lots.  In March 1997, the City 
Council voted 7-4 to develop this property intensively.  Pres-
sure from environmentalists moved the City Council toward a 
plan with a conservancy requirement.  The land was appraised 
at $420,000.  The developers presented an appraisal of $1 mil-
lion for the property.   
 
The mayor said he was very surprised when the DNR entered 
the picture, supporting the $1 million appraisal, and even offer-
ing to contribute $500,0000 in stewardship funds.  The final 
agreement is for payment of $700,000 for 23 acres of the prop-
erty.  Fifteen acres of land owned by the city will be traded for 
the remaining eleven acres.  The mayor said he expects the 
DNR to make good of its promise to contribute $500,000 to 
cover half of the projects cost.  The environmentalists have 
committed to raise $200,000 for the parkway project.  He said 
he believes that up to $700,000 could be raised from selling 
some land if either the DNR or the environmentalists fail to 
provide all of the funds they have promised. 
 
Mike Riley of Taxpayers Network, Inc. distributed copies of 
“The Leipzig Declaration,” a statement about global warming 
signed by a long list of scientists and meteorologists from 
around the world.  The statement concludes, “However, based 
on all the evidence available to us, we cannot  subscribe to the 
politically inspired world view that envisages climate catastro-
phes and calls for hasty actions.  For this reason, we consider 
the drastic emission control policies likely to be endorsed by 
the Kyoto conference — lacking credible support from the un-
derlying science — to be ill-advised and premature.”  Further 
information, and copies of “The Leipzig Declaration”, can be 
obtained by contacting Mike Riley, Taxpayers Network, Inc., 
(414) 375-4190 or tni@execpc.com.. 
 
The next BCTA meeting is scheduled for March 19, at the 
DAYS INN, and will feature Mayor Jadin, County Executive 
Nancy Nusbaum, and Ashwaubenon Village President Ted 
Pamperin to discuss financial plans for the new arena and con-
vention center. 
                                                         David Nelson- Secretary 
 

“Since a politician never believes what he says, he is always 
astonished when others do.”      . . . . . Charles De Gaulle 
 
“The short memories of American Voters is what keeps our 
politicians in office.”                        . . . . .Will Rogers 
 
“I never give them hell.  I just tell the truth and they think it’s 
hell.”                                               . . . . .Harry S. Truman   

New Money + Election Year = ? 
                               From the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance FOCUS. 

In mid-January, the legislature learned the state budget surplus 
could reach $320.6 million (m) by July 1999.  The balance was 
a slim $26.2m when the governor approved the new biennial 
budget in October 1997.  The surplus is due to new projected 
revenue growth in individual income taxes ($301m), estate 
taxes ($38m) and state fees ($5.7m) — plus a new $23.9m drop 
in anticipated spending.  Offsetting these increases are lower 
sales ($74.3m) and corporate income ($14.3m) tax estimates. 
 

PAST SURPLUSES 

If there is one thing that raises the intensity of State Capitol 
Politics, it is unanticipated revenue in an election year.  Wiscon-
sin “history” shows a tendency for an acceleration in tax collec-
tions in one year to lead to a spending surge in the year follow-
ing.  This was the case in 1994 when the state assumed primary 
responsibility for school funding, and it was true last year when 
estimates of funds available for 1997-99 from surplus and reve-
nue growth were raised by almost $600m. 
 
OPTIONS:  CUT TAXES, RAISE SPENDING, OR PAY BILLS. 

Discussion of how to use the new surplus has begun.  There are 
the usual disagreements between Republicans and Democrats, 
and between the senate and assembly.  The main options are tax 
cuts, spending increases, and debt payoff.  Which is preferred 

depends on an assessment of: 1) the reliability of the surplus 

estimates: 2) future prospects for the state’s economy; and 3) 
the degree to which the state is capable of fiscal discipline.  Ul-
timately, though, election year politics will probably dictate a 
preference for tax reductions and spending increases. 
 
The case for tax cuts is straightforward.  
Wisconsin ranks among the top ten, if not 
the top five, highest taxed states in the na-
tion, and the argument is that the surplus 
results from overtaxation and should be 
returned to the taxpayers.  The economy is 
strong and should be able to generate suf-
ficient revenue to sustain government and 
tax cuts tend to insure continued economic growth. 
 
Those wanting to raise spending claim that state budgets have 
been “tight” in recent years with most new money going to 
school property tax relief and prisons, and that there is a “pent-
up” demand to support other programs.  Suggestions are further 
state funding to reduce school property taxes, more state aid to 
reduce elementary school class sizes, more increased funding 
for county social services and the like. 
 
There are still “unfunded” items such as $20m for state pay in-
creases and an additional $175m in school aids which were ap-
propriated but apparently not funded. 
 
It will be important to remain in contact with your state repre-
sentatives as developments proceed. 
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How do Your Property Taxes 
Really Compare? 
The NET ASSESSED VALUE RATE which appears on your 
tax bill, even though it represents the sum of  the components 
and adjustments for which you are being taxed, does not neces-
sarily reflect the rate at which the value of your property is be-
ing assessed.  Also, comparing this rate with other taxing dis-
tricts does not necessarily indicate which district has the highest 
property taxes.  This is adjusted by the assessment ratio, or the 
estimated market value of property in the municipality com-
pared to the last property reassessment. 

The tables below attempt to illustrate the difference for the vari-
ous taxing districts in Brown County.  The first lists the “Net 
Tax Rate” as appears on your tax bill.   The second is adjusted 
to reflect the assessment ratio, or the estimated current value of 
your property and the approximate adjusted tax rate for each 
district.   
 
The adjusted tax on a hypothetical $100,000 home does not in-
clude provisions for the lottery tax credit.  Note that in some 
instances there are considerable changes from the net and ad-
justed tax rates,  which more than likely reflects the period of 
time since the property was reassessed.   Property values may 
vary from area to area for a number of reasons. 
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Taxes and the Internet. 
There has been a recent ground swell of 
opposition by both users and providers 
from around the country regarding pro-
posed “federal taxes” on the internet.  No 
doubt the size and success of this new 
technological phenomenon is very attrac-
tive to politicians looking for new ways to 
fund their spending schemes. 
 
However, it appears the primary target 
this time is making sales of goods over 
the internet subject to the various state 
sales taxes.  The same as if you order 
something over the telephone or through 
a mail order catalog. 
 
It seems that congress, encouraged by the 
nations governors who seek extra revenue 
and perhaps certain business’s claiming 
unfair competition is attempting to pass 
legislation on the federal level that would 
make it mandatory to collect and report 
sales taxes to the various states in which 
merchandise is sold and shipped.  At pre-
sent, the system is rather loose and volun-
tary.   
 
This subject was covered in the Decem-

ber, 1997 “TAX TIMES”, in the article, 
“Why the Sales Tax is a Headache.”  

Plain and simple, there are just too many 
state and local sales tax laws for anyone 
but the most sophisticated retailer to cope 
with and remain in business. 
 
Although there are undoubtedly a lot of 
loopholes in the present system, it does 
seem to work quite well for consumers 
like you and me.  Accepting the fact that 
sales taxes have been in force throughout 
the country for many years, and in most 
states rank at or near the top as a source 
of revenue, we call attention to a number 
of facts: 
 

#1 - Probably in all states with sales tax, a 
retailer is required to have some type of  
“sellers permit” if they make sales subject 
to their laws.  Reporting of sales tax reve-
nue is required and penalties for non-
compliance are severe. 
 

#2 - In most states, if your company has a 
retail establishment or even an office, you 
are required to charge applicable sales tax 

on orders shipped to that state.  It goes 
without saying that sales in your own 
state are subject to tax. 
 

#3 - Most states have “Use Tax” laws.  
whereby you are asked to report and re-
mit sales tax to your state on any pur-
chases you may have made either through 
the mail or otherwise on which you did 
not pay sales taxes.  In case you forget 
this, there is a line on the Wisconsin In-
come Tax return for your convenience in 
reporting. 
 

#4 - Many of the larger catalog sales 
companies are already beginning to re-
port tax to various states on a volunteer 
basis, or due to harassment from certain 
states when the amount is substantial. 
 

The “TAX TIMES” is the very last place 
on earth where you will find support for 
new taxes, although greater enforcement 
of existing laws is a possibility. 
 
It would seem that in view of points 1-4, 
above, there are sufficient regulations in 
force to protect the states source of sales 
tax revenues irregardless of whether mer-
chandise is ordered through the mail, 
telephone, internet or whatever. 
 
Now President Clinton, in his efforts to 
keep most everyone happy, has endorsed 
a plan to keep the internet virtually tax-
free for a period of six years.  This 
sounds great, but certainly leaves a lot of 
unanswered questions.   
 
We definitely don’t endorse any plan to 
make sales tax collections mandatory, 
and are skeptical of any plans for a na-
tional sales tax which we keep hearing 

about.  However, one of BCTA’s major 
reasons for opposing a county sales tax is 
that it would place our property tax pay-
ing, employment providing merchants at 
an unfair advantage, and this internet 
thing smells like something which would 
create more problems than it will solve. 
 
This is type of affair which makes Wash-
ington lawyers and lobbyists rich and our  
politicians talking out of both sides of 
their mouths.   Stay tuned.                 JF

                                
 

 Did You Ever Wonder? 
                            Random thoughts. 

Whatever became of Midnight Basketball, 
the program that was supposed to rid our 
cities of crime? 
 
There are reportedly about 350 federal 
programs on the books designed to aid 
disadvantaged and other children in need 
for various reasons.  Do we really need 
more federal programs? 
 
In 1996, Menominee County had the high-
est county tax rate in the state at $10.49/
m.  With only 1% of the property in the 
county subject to tax,  the burden is appar-
ently being placed on a small group of 
citizens, and it would seem that this situa-
tion should be addressed as part of the 
gaming pact renewal rather than as an ob-
ligation of the state.  Where would profits 
from the Dairyland Dog Track in Kenosha 
County be used if that purchase material-
izes?  We realize there are many compli-
cations with this issue. 
 
On the federal level, the price tag to date 
on the Kenneth Starr-Bill Clinton investi-
gation is up to $40mil.  We appreciate that 
this is democracy in action, but no matter 
how this thing ends, we are all going to be 
losers.  It is beginning to appear that 
witch-hunts in politics will be a way of 
life and more important than running the 
country.   Do you agree? 

The BCTA on the Internet? 
Some of the directors of the Brown 
County Taxpayers Association have been 
exploring the possibility of obtaining an 
Internet Web Site for the organization.  
The advantages would be that we could 
communicate and interact with citizens 
and potential members on a variety of is-
sues, as well as publicize our activities 
and available information.  The cost 
should be minimal. 
 
The disadvantage is that we really don’t 
know how to proceed in an effective man-
ner.  Call Rob Miller at 432-1900 if you 
can be of assistance. 

“The reward of energy, enterprise and 
thrift  - - is taxes.”   
                             . . . . .William Feather 
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BCTA Meeting & Events Schedule 
 
Thursday  -  March 19, 1998.  DAYS INN - Downtown 
                      12:00 Noon - Monthly Business Meeting 
                      Speakers - Green Bay Mayor Paul Jadin,  
                      Brown County Executive Nancy Nusbaum, 
                      Ashwaubenon Village President Ted Pamperin. 
                         “Financial plans for the new arena and  

                                        Convention Center.” 
            NOTE:  This meeting will be held in the DAYS INN Whitney Room 
                           South, which can accommodate a larger attendance. 
 

Tuesday  -  April 7, 1998.  Election Day, Get out and VOTE! 
 
Thursday  - April 16, 1998.  DAYS INN - Downtown 
                    12:00 Noon - Monthly Business Meeting   
 

All members of the BCTA, their guests, and other interested persons 
are invited to attend and participate in these open meetings. 

Phone  499-7373 or 336-6410 for reservations. 
 

Price,  $6.50 per meeting (Payable at door)  Includes Hot Buffet.. 

1998 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Discussion of Arena and  
Convention Center Financing Plan. 

Plan on attending. 

“Blessed are the young, for they 
shall inherit the national debt.” 
                          . . . . .Herbert Hoover 
 

“I can remember way back when a 
liberal was one who was generous 


